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CS Responsive to communication(s) filed on Jun 5, 1998 _ * 

H This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayfe, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 month(s), or thirty days, whichever 
is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

Disposition of Claims 

IS Claim(s) 14-24 is/are pending in the application. 

Of the above, claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

□ Ciaim(s) _ is/are allowed. 

H Claim(s) 14-24 is/are rejected. 

□ Claim (s) is/are objected to. 

□ Claims are subject to restriction or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is Cbpproved disapproved. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

•Certified copies not received: 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 

Attachment(s) 

□ Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
1 . Claims 14-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 14, the preamble "A method for surfslide" is confusing because the limitations in 
claim 14 appear to direct a method making or providing a surfslide apparatus and not teaching a 
user how to surfslide; 

line 1 1, the limitation "entering means at said top of said ramp system..." is very 
confusing because it is not a method limitation, the term "entering means" does not define any 
specific method of making the surfslide apparatus. 

Regarding claim 15, the word "means" is preceded by the word(s) "a lubrication" in an 
attempt to use a "means" clause to recite a claim element as a means for performing a specified 
function. However, since no function is specified by the word(s) preceding "means," it is 
impossible to determine the equivalents of the element, as required by 35 U.S.C. 1 12, sixth 
paragraph. See Ex parte Klumb, 159 USPQ 694 (Bd. App. 1967). 

Claim 16, line 1, "said lubricating means" is not consistent with "a lubrication means" as 
set forth in claim 15. 

Claim 21, the limitation "a means for allowing a user to travel downwardly through said 
ramp..." is confusing because it was not clear from the specification that such means is equivalent 



Application/Control Number: 08/847,561 


Page 3 


Art Unit: 3712 

to any element, and also it is uncertain that such means is a part of the apparatus or just an 
intended equipment to be used with the claimed apparatus. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
2. Claims 14-24 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2 nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 


3. Applicants amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 


Conclusion 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 14-24 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Kien Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 308-2493. 



KlenT.N 
Primary Examl 
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August 16, 1998 


